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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,3,4, and 6-13 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. To the extent that 
Applicant's arguments against the prior art of record may still apply, these arguments are 
addressed below. 

The Office action mailed July 5, 2006 rejected claims 1, 3, 4 5 and 6-13 under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,006,264 ("Colby"). Applicant's 
reply, filed October 2, 2006, amended these claims to recite, in part, "a table" that 
"includes a listing of . . . the plurality of video content play terminals." See, e.g., claim 1 . 
At page 18 of the reply, Applicant asserts that "[tjhere is no teaching or suggestion in 
Colby of a table that includes a listing of the plurality of video content play terminals, as 
claimed." 

The examiner disagrees. Colby discloses "a Client Capabilities Database (CCD)" 
which "contains information related to the known capabilities of clients" and is queried 
"for information related to the client making the request . . . ." (Colby, col.6 11.36-41, 
col. 7 11.15-17,53-54.) Thus, Colby discloses a database that includes a listing of the 
plurality of clients. Further, the disclosed database is a "table" and the disclosed clients 
are "video content play terminals" within the meaning of the claims. Accordingly, Colby 
teaches a table that includes a listing of the plurality of video content play terminals. 
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At pages 19 and 20 of the reply, Applicant asserts that "Colby does not disclose . . 
. a table that stores information indicating a correlation between each network route, the 
total available bandwidth, and the bandwidth currently in use"; and although "the 
Examiner . . . asserts that such information is furnished by the CSD[,] .... neither the 
cited text, nor any other portion of Colby teach or suggest a table, as claimed." 

The examiner maintains that Colby discloses the claimed table. In particular, the 
Flow Admission Control (FAC) uses information stored in the Content Server Database 
(CSD) (i.e., a table) to determine whether link bandwidth adequate to support the 
requested flow exists on the links (i.e., network routes) between the client and each 
candidate server. The CSD thus stores information that indicates a correlation between 
each network route, total available bandwidth, and the bandwidth currently in use. 
Accordingly, Colby teaches a table that stores information indicating a correlation 
between each network route, the total available bandwidth, and the bandwidth currently 
in use, as claimed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 4 3 and 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Colby et al. (Colby), U.S. Patent No. 6,006,267, in view of Nguyen et al. (Nguyen), 
U.S. Patent No. 6,006,267. 

Regarding claim 1, Colby discloses a video content transmitting system (figs.la-c) 
having a plurality of video content transmitting servers (figs.lb,c, items lOOa-c, 120a,b) 
and being capable of transmitting requested video contents (col.l 11.59-65) in response to 
a request from any of video content play terminals ("clients") connected via a network 
(fig. la, item 100) to said plurality of video content transmitting servers (col. 5 1.43- 
col.6 1.2), said video content transmitting system comprising: means for storing 
(fig.23, item 1 110, col. 19 11.44-62) information of a plurality of network protocols 
(e.g., TCP, UDP; col.49-58) capable of video content transmission between the plurality 
of video content play terminals and the plurality of video content transmitting servers 
(col.6 11.35-56), said means for storing information including a table of protocols for 
facilitating communication for each combination of one of the plurality of said video 
content transmitting servers and one of the plurality of said video content play terminals, 
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wherein the table includes a listing of the plurality of network protocols (col.6 11.50-54), 
the plurality of video content transmitting servers (col.6 11.54-63), and the plurality of 
video content play terminals ("CCD", col. 7 11.15-19, 53-57), and means for selecting a 
video content transmitting server from the plurality of video content transmitting servers 
(col.6 11.64-67) based on a protocol determination of the protocols of the table in respect 
of the video content play terminal issuing the request to thereby determine the video 
content transmitting server capable of transmitting said requested video contents to the 
video content play terminal requesting said video content transmission (col. 7 11.1-3, 
col.9 11.4-9, col.14 11.20-24, col.14 1.66-col.l5 1.48). 

Colby fails to disclose the table of protocols indicates a correlation between each 
of the plurality of protocols and a corresponding combination of one of the plurality of 
said video content transmitting servers and one of the plurality of video content play 
terminals, and each of the plurality of protocols is specified for a corresponding network 
route for video content transmission between each of the plurality of video content 
transmitting servers and each of the plurality of video content play terminals. 

In an analogous art, Nguyen discloses a table of protocols (fig.3) that indicates a 
correlation between each of a plurality of protocols (e.g., TCP, UDP; col. 3 11.1-16) and a 
corresponding combination of one of a plurality of servers and one of a plurality of 
clients (col. 3 1.37-col.4 1.22), and each of the plurality of protocols is specified for a 
corresponding network route for content transmission between each of the plurality of 
servers and each of the plurality of clients (col.4 11.23-27). Nguyen further discloses that 
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the table facilitates efficient transmission of information among hosts with different 
communication protocol capabilities (col. 5 11.30-37, col.l 11.35-55). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the means for storing information disclosed by Colby 
to indicate a correlation between each of the plurality of protocols and a corresponding 
combination of one of the plurality of said video content transmitting servers and one of 
the plurality of video content play terminals, wherein each of the plurality of protocols is 
specified for a corresponding network route for video content transmission between each 
of the plurality of video content transmitting servers and each of the plurality of video 
content play terminals, as taught by Nguyen, for the benefit facilitating more efficient 
video content transmission. 

Regarding claim 3, Colby and Nguyen together disclose a video content 
transmitting system according to claim 1 (see above). Colby further discloses said 
network includes at least a first network (100a, col. 5 11.33-36) and a second network 
(network formed of switch 1 10 and web servers l OOa-c, 120a,b), in one transmission 
mode, the first network (100a) is used when a video content transmission request is 
transmitted to the video content transmitting system from the video content play terminal 
(i.e., from end-station to switch 1 10, see figs.la,b) and the second network is used when 
the video contents are transmitted from the video content server to the video content play 
terminal in response to said video content transmission request (i.e., requested content 
flows from selected server back to end station through switch 110); and said video 
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content transmitting system further comprises: means for storing an address for 
identifying the video content play terminal (i.e., forwarding table containing IP address of 
end-station, col.l 11.22-26, necessary for network address routing performed by switch 
110, col.6 11.5-30) that issued the video content transmission request via the first network 
and an address for identifying the video content play terminal receiving the video 
contents via the second network (i.e., network address of the end station); and means for 
determining a video content destination address to which the video contents are 
transmitted, in accordance with the stored addresses of the video content terminal on the 
first and second networks (col . 1611.5-16). 

Regarding claim 4, Colby and Nguyen together disclose a video content 
transmitting system as applied to claim 1, above. Colby further discloses means (flow 
admission control (FAC), fig.2, content-aware flow switch 1 10, fig. lb) for managing 
information of a total available bandwidth (PortB W) for video content transmission of a 
network route between each video content play terminal and each video content play 
terminal and each video content transmitting server (col. 15 11.2-12) and information of a 
bandwidth now in use (existing QoS tags) for the video content transmission (col. 15 1.49- 
col.16 1.4); bandwidth calculating means (FAC) for calculating a bandwidth of the 
network route to be used for transmission of requested video contents (QoS requirements 
of content request, col. 14 11.8-16); and transmission processing means for determining 
the video content transmitting server capable of transmitting the requested video contents 
to the requested video content play terminal among the plurality of video content 
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transmitting servers (col.6 1.64-col.7, col.8 11.6-12), in accordance with the total available 
bandwidth, the bandwidth now in use in the table and the calculated bandwidth necessary 
for video content transmission determined by said bandwidth calculating means (col. 14 
11.5-19). 

Regarding claim 6, see Colby and Nguyen as applied to claim 3, above. 

Regarding claim 7, Colby and Nguyen together discloses a video content 
transmitting system as applied to claims 1 and 4, above, wherein said transmission 
processing means selects a video server in accordance with the stored network protocol 
information (video server selection is based upon whether or not candidate servers can 
support quality of server (QoS) requirements of content request, col. 14 11.8-16, and the 
QoS requirements are calculated based upon (1) the protocol with which the content is to 
be delivered, i.e., TCP or non-TCP, and (2) client bandwidth; see col. 15 1.2-col.l6 1.4. 5 
where said protocol is determined by the server, col.l 11. 59-65, and maintained at the 
CSD server records database, col.6 11.58-63) and/or in accordance with the total available 
bandwidth, the bandwidth now in use and the calculated necessary bandwidth for video 
content transmission (col. 14 11.5-19). 

Regarding claim 8, see Colby and Nguyen as applied to claim 3, above. 

Regarding claims 9-11, Colby and Nguyen together disclose the claimed methods 
as applied to claims 1, 4, and 7, above. 

Regarding claim 12, Colby and Nguyen together disclose a video content 
transmitting method according to claim 11, wherein said table for storing information of a 
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network protocol usable for video content transmission between the video content play 
terminal and the video content transmitting terminal can select a network protocol in 
accordance with the request by the video content play terminal and a network 
infrastructure (Nguyen, col. 5 1.38-col.6 1.27). 

Regarding claim 13, Colby and Nguyen together disclose a video content 
transmitting system according to claim 7, wherein said network information storing 
means includes a table storing a name of each network protocol capable of video content 
transmission between each terminal and each video content transmitting server (Colby, 
col.6 11.50-63), wherein said bandwidth information managing means includes a table 
storing information indicative of a relation between each network route, the total 
available bandwidth and the bandwidth now in use (see Colby as applied to claim 4, 
above). 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See, e.g., U.S. Patent Nos.: 6,898,800 (fig.3); 6,643,258 (fig.6); 
6,609,153 (figs. 14, 21, col. 12 11.40-63, col.15 11.13-54); 6,594,699 (col.3 1.5-col.6 1.49); 
6,542,496 (fig. 10); 6,470,378 (abstract); 6,421,726 (abstract); 6,400,681 (abstract); 
6,356,947 (col.5 1.38-col.6 1.35); 6,266,701 (abstract); 6,208,952 (fig. 12); 6,119,170 
(figs.3a-g); 6,154,444 (figs.3a,b); 5,948,069 (fig. 13); 5,930,259 (fig. 13); 5,805,804 
(figs.4,12). 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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6. The following are suggested formats for either a Certificate of Mailing or 
Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8(a). The certification may be included with 
all correspondence concerning this application or proceeding to establish a date of 
mailing or transmission under 37 CFR 1.8(a). Proper use of this procedure will result in 
such communication being considered as timely if the established date is within the 
required period for reply. The Certificate should be signed by the individual actually 
depositing or transmitting the correspondence or by an individual who, upon information 
and belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted in the normal course 
of business by another no later than the date indicated. 

Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 



Registration Number: 

Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office, Fax No. ( ) - on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 



Registration Number: 



Please refer to 37 CFR 1.6(d) and 1.8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning 
facsimile transmissions and mailing, respectively. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher M. Lambrecht whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-7297. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 5 9:30 AM to 6:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 



information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Christopher M. Lambrecht 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2623 
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